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main line, it was suffering severely from their fire. On the
left, Lannes and Suchet were, with difficulty, maintaining
themselves, in the nearer half of the great wood, against
Barclay's superior force. There seemed every prospect of
Lannes' whole corps being compelled to a disastrous retreat.

But now a change came over the scene. The short day,
which would close by 4 p.m., had scarce two hours to run, a
premature darkness was threatened, owing to the stormy,
cloudy weather.

At this juncture, Bennigsen was warned, by the eossacks
on his right, of the approach, by the G-olymin road, of a strong
hostile column. Davout's 3rd division, commanded tem-
porarily by his chief of the staff d'Aultanne, had started at
6 a.m. from Kowalavice, about two miles short of Strzegoczin,
in pursuit of a Russian column which appeared to be falling
back on Pultusk, and which it was ordered to fend off from
the left flank of Lannes' corps.

Finding in front of him a considerable body of cavalry
escorting guns and stores, d'Aultanne followed it without
seriously engaging himself. The enemy, in his retreat, was
forced, by the state of the roads, to abandon 14 guns and a
large number of waggons. Satisfied with his progress, the
French commander was about to bivouac for the night, when
he heard, on his right, a heavy cannonade, showing him that
Lannes was hotly engaged. The large number of guns
indicated that the enemy must be superior in this arm at
least; for d'Aultanne could infer that Lannes had had the
same difficulty as himself in moving up artillery.

With a just appreciation of the situation, he resolved to
move at once to Lannes' assistance. By the route which he
had followed he had had to march about double the distance
Lannes had, and he had, moreover, been delayed by fighting,
and collecting the abandoned guns and waggons.* It must,
therefore, have been somewhere towards 2 p.m. when he
arrived in view of the Russian right on the Mosin heights,
* For this account of d'Anltanne's march, sec Davcwt, pp, 182-134.